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in the affair of Malta ; so that there can be no doubt of him in other things, if the application be properly made." u To-day [August 4th] I dine with the British ambassador. As I arrive too early and find pen, ink, and paper, on the table, I write for her [the ambassadress] :
'Tis said that kings, with wild ambition fired, To pow'rs despotic always have aspired, Like untam'd coursers, whose indignant soul Spurns at restraint and scorns all weak control. Hence British Senators, with patriot skill, Have strove to check and curb the monarch's will; But Gallic statesmen take a wiser course, And make the bridle stronger than the horse.
Lord Palmerston dines here, who is a very pleasant companion. Go to Madame de Montmorin's, and find there the Comte de la Marck, whose countenance shows still, I think, the desire of further acquaintance. I observe that he and M. de Montmorin take different routes to meet in the cabinet of the latter. I see the Comte de Berchini. He receives a complaint from the militia camp in the plain of Grenelle, who find the ground too hard and rough to sleep upon. This is quite in character. He gives a description of this corps, which resembles, I find, any other corps of militia, with the single .difference that the individuals here differ essentially from each other in point of fortune, and have in general the most profligate manners."
"Yesterday [August 6th] Bre"mond brought me the French Constitution to read. Short asks my opinion of it. I tell him it is a ridiculous one. Dine with M. de Montmorin, and converse^with him on affairs. He has a pretty just opinion both of himself and others. He repeats what has passed this morning with the King ; the recital of the tale brings tears.both in his eyes and mine. Poor man, he considers himself as goiie, and whatever is now done must's death the two, Lameth and Bar-nave, were for a short time the master-spirits of the Assembly, and co-operated with Lafayette in the effort to defend the Constitution after the king's arrest at Varennes.ion of 1793. He died in September, 1831.undings, the old Jacobin Club of the Rue St. Honore manufactured, by the light of their flambeaux, the means to push the Revolution to its completion. popular cause, and voted generally with the Girondists, but not for the king's death. He attacked violently the Constitution of 1793, a**d was obliged to seek safety against the Revolution, and for eight months he found an asylum in the house of Madame Vernet, where he wrote his famous Progre's deTesprit humain. A longing for fresh air impelled him to leave his house ; he was arrested, thrown into prison, and ended his life by poison.                |
